Changes in the flow and composition of gastric lymph in sheep given a primary infection of 10,000 Haemonchus contortus.
Some aspects of the local immune response to a primary infection with 10,000 Haemonchus contortus were studied in five sheep by monitoring changes in the flow and composition of gastric lymph continuously sampled for up to 34 days from the start of infection. Increases in lymph flow rates were recorded in four animals at varying times after the start of infection. These were usually associated with an increase in the protein content of the lymph and were considered to be a consequence of inflammatory reactions in the abomasum. Apart from a small increase in lymphocyte traffic no changes which could be attributed to a local immune responses were observed in the lymph. It is suggested that the chronic nature of infections like haemonchosis is possibly because the worms can parasitise the gut without stimulating a vigorous local immune response.